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THE SAINT ANDREW MESSENGER

That in all things God may be glorified! (1. Peter 4.11)

You may have heard the story about Billy. Billy
was big for his age -- seven years old. Everyone
wondered what role the teacher would give him
in the annual Christmas play. Especially
considering the fact that he was also a slow
learner. Perhaps he could pull the curtain. To
everyone's surprise the teacher gave Billy the
role of the innkeeper. The boy of course was
delighted. After all, all he had to learn was one
line: "There is no room in the inn." He had that
down in no time.

Then came the night for the play. The parents
took their places. Every seat in the hall was filled.
The children entered singing "Oh come all ye
faithful." The lights dimmed. A hush moved over
the audience. The curtain opened on Scene One.
Mary and Joseph entered the stage and walked
up to the inn. "Please sir, my wife is not well.
Could we have a room for the night?"

Billy was ready for his line. He had rehearsed it
all night. He began, "There is..." and he
hesitated. He started over again, "There is..."
and again his mind went completely blank.
Everyone was embarrassed for him, but poor Billy
just didn't know what to do. Joseph thought he
would improvise and started walking away
toward the stable on stage left. Seeing him
walking away, Billy called out in desperation:
"Look, there's plenty of room at my house, just
come home with me."
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The important question -- not only at this time of
year but all year round -- is, "Do we have room
in our lives for Jesus?" Our lives are so busy --
with things that are good and things that are not
so good. By the time we've filled our lives with
the family or friends, playing golf, tennis or
petang, doing the garden, attending lectures,
shopping, watching television, our lives are so
very crowded. Although many people have come
here to retire, it seems that nobody has "spare
time" on their hands.

Looking back, we may find ourselves thinking
that if the innkeeper had known that Mary was
about to give birth to the Saviour of the world,
he would have made room. But I'm not so sure.
The reason I question that is because I see what
happens when we are faced with a question
similar to one that was asked of the innkeeper.
Jesus wants to know of us, "Do you have room in
your life for me?" And I see how often in our
busy, hectic lives -- even though we know who
Jesus is -- we allow other things to crowd Him
out.

This Christmas will we open our hearts to Jesus,
or will we allow the busyness of life to crowd
Jesus out? The answer we WANT to give is easy,
the answer we give by the way we live is
sometimes disturbing. May we have a heart that
desires to speak with the tenderness of Billy's
heart when he said, ""Look, there's plenty of
room at my house, just come home with me."

The Venerable Geoffrey S. Johnston
Archdeacon of Gibraltar
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The Bishop in Europe:

The Right Reverend Dr. Robert Innes

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 2018

Travelling over to London on the Eurostar in mid-November, | saw my first Christmas tree of the season. It was
a giant silver variety placed prominently on the concourse of St. Pancras Station. And | was reminded that ‘the
Christmas season’ starts earlier in the UK than in most of mainland Europe. And to be sure, this year, the
Christmas spirit is sorely needed to boost flagging High Street revenues and give some cheer to those
depressed by a seemingly endless Brexit.

Thinking about Christmas, | wondered what would happen if, instead of starting with Matthew, Luke or John
we began instead with St. Paul. Paul has no nativity story like Matthew and Luke — indeed he doesn’t tell us
much about Jesus life at all. However, like St. John, Paul does have his own way of portraying the incarnation.
We hear St. John’s account of the incarnation at every 9 lessons and carols service, and it is the way he
introduces his gospel.

St. Paul’s account of the incarnation isn’t quite so easy to pin down. But the point at which Paul makes it
clearest is, it seems to me, in his Second Letter to the Corinthians. This is one of Paul’s later letters, written
after Paul has thought very deeply about the Christian faith he proclaims. In a key chapter of this letter, Paul
tells us: ‘God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he
has committed to us the message of reconciliation.” (2 Corinthians 5:19)

Like St. John, St. Paul tells us that God became flesh in Jesus Christ. Christ became human. He entered human
experience from within and dealt with the barrier that sin had erected between people and God. Where St.
John in his prologue talks about people becoming ‘children of God’, St. Paul describes human beings as
becoming a ‘new creation’. But what Paul helps us to see particularly clearly is that the purpose of Christ’s
incarnation is reconciliation. And ‘reconciliation’ is a word that Paul repeats many times in this important
chapter.

So let me be so bold as to suggest that the real, inner meaning of Christmas is reconciliation. Christmastime
reminds us that God became human in Jesus to reconcile us to God. And at the same time, God commissioned
those who follow Jesus to continue the ministry of reconciliation. In this way, says Paul, we act as ambassadors
for God. Reconciliation is God’s supreme Christmas gift to the world. And it is a gift meant for sharing.
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Now we know that Christmastime does encourage a general sense of bonhomie and camaraderie amongst
those of faith and those without. It may be the only time some of us get together with the neighbours or
speak informally with those we don’t much care for at work. Those small gestures are valuable in themselves.
But they point to something much deeper.

‘Reconciliation’ is a deep and demanding idea. It is to do with bringing people back together again who have
fallen out. It is concerned with restoring friendly relationships. Christ’s incarnation first of all reminds a sinful
and disobedient world that it has a problem with God, and that there is a relationship that needs to be
repaired.

Then it challenges those of us who claim to follow Christ to be people of reconciliation ourselves. That is
deeply uncomfortable. It means overcoming conflict, forgiving, accepting, welcoming and renewing broken
relationships. Actually, this is so difficult that perhaps it is only with God’s own help and inspiration that we
can do it.

We might start with our families — those with whom most of us will spend most of our time at Christmas. It is
in these closest of relationships that conflict is the most painful and reconciliation sometimes the most
difficult. Then we might consider our church communities. Could Christmas 2018 be the opportunity to heal
and redeem a broken relationship with a Christian brother or sister? And then there are national and
international relationships...

At the outset | mentioned Brexit. This is something which within Britain has divided young and old, one region
from another, those with strong local allegiances from cosmopolitan folk who have learnt to feel at home
anywhere. It has also threatened to divide Britain from its European neighbours. There is a major task ahead
to reconcile across these differences. Christians could and should be at the heart of that task.

So this Christmas, | hope that the message of the birth of the Son of God, born to change hearts and minds, to
bring people back to God and to empower people to be reconciled with each other is a message that will give

us all comfort, encouragement and hope.

| wish each of you and your families a very happy Christmas.

+Robert Gibraltar in Europe
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Chaplaincy Christmas Fayre

The Chaplaincy Christmas Fayre was opened by Locum, Rev Michael Rees. The festive atmosphere
encouraged many visitors and the mix of helpers from all four Worship Centres were supported
throughout the afternoon by the wonderful music played by Colin Pollard on the keyboard.

I was so pleased on the day that a good time was had by all and a substantial amount of money was
raised for the Chaplaincy, with the added bonus of a very generous donation from a lovely lady.

Thank you to everyone and I wish every member of Saint Andrew's Chaplaincy a very Happy
Christmas, a loving and peaceful New Year and very special wishes to Val Artacho and Gordon Frew.

May God bless you all,
Sheda AUison
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Chaplaincy Christmas Fayre
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Saint Andrew's Chaplaincy goes to Iceland....
Bag Packing & Carol Singing

Yet again we shall be bag packing and Carol Singing at the

Iceland store in Fuengirola
on Thursday 20" December 2018

We shall arrive at 11.00 and stay as long as we have

volunteers to help.

This is a great opportunity for both fundraising and outreach as we are
able to share details of our Christmas Services with the shoppers.

Please come and join us, even if it is only for an hour.

Fun, Fellowship, Fundraising

and reaching out to local our Community!

If you are able to come, please let me know
what time you can be there.
Caroline Macfarlane — 697 867 377

The Anglican Chaplaincy of St Andrew

B

AJSGC visit our website : www.st-andrewscofe-spain.org
L+B or see the next page for details of our

1968 2018 Christmas Services

Moving forward in Faith
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St. ANDREWS CHAPLAINCY
Christmas Greetings to all friends in the Chaplaincy

from those at the
BENALMADENA WORSHIP CENTRE

Christmas wishes and peace
for the New Year to all friends.
Sheia Z.

Wishing you all a happy and
healthy Christmas and New
Year. Love Judie and Joy
Silverton

With all love and Blessings to ' : = Christmas b.less_ings and peacq
my friends at St. Andrews == i—pall| and prosperity in 2019 to all
Sheila Allison A i . £l friends. Gwen Baker

Best wishes to everyone. Love

from Stueart Allan,
Wishing you Joy and Peace this [ i i
Christ:mas Tirdad and ) Sl Wishing a very Happy Christ-
Fi———— w q BV ER mas to all members of St.
= 2= Andrews. Arue Tradlls

\

“awole and Johuw le Page wish all who read “The Messenger"many blessings this
Christmas and a Happy, Healthy and Peaceful 2019,

Isov and Davewish to send their best wishes to all their friends at St. Andrews for a
very Happy Christmas and a healthy New Year. Looking forward to seeing you all next year

To all my friends in the Chaplaincy, Happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year. Best
Wishes, Swe Brooke

To all at St. Andrews, may the peace and joy of Christmas be with you at this festive time
and throughout the coming year. Gordon Frew

Joyous Christmas wishes to all our beloved League Church members. Love and best
wishes. Andrew Cowell~Smith

Wishing all friends in the Chaplaincy every blessing this Christmas and a happy and heal
2019. ValB.

Wlshlng you all a very Happy Christmas and all the best for 2019. God Bless
Alan and Jean Schofield

Val and Peppiro-would like to wish all their friends a joyous Christmas with hope for
a New Year of health, prosperity and PEACE.

Christmas greetings from Mngv and Eunice Wilcock

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all in the Chaplaincy. Bl Fourrell

[
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Christmas Greetings from Chaplaivey Friends

May your Christmas °
be blessed
e, with lots of love, fun,

@

(4 sisliay | A very Merry Christmas and a happy and healthy 2014.
; from Di & Brian Mather

?ﬂhm 1 To all my friends in the Saint Andrew's Chaplaincy

To all in the Chaplaincy, a very Happy Christmas
and a healthy and prosperous New Year

from Betty Frost
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To all in the Chaplaincy, a very Happy Christmas and a

healthy and prosperous New Year

Glen & Cheryl Bengough

Saint Andrew Messenger December 15" 2018




December 15 2018

DIOCESE IN EUROPE  +%=34

THE CHURCH * *
OF ENGLAND * 5 *

The Bishop in Europe:

The Right Reverend Dr. Robert Innes

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
BISHOP’S ADVENT APPEAL 2018

This year’s Advent Appeal is to enable St. Andrew’s Moscow to equip their church with a kitchen.
St. Andrew’s is committed to the work of reconciliation and the building of trust between peoples. It fulfils this
key element of our diocesan strategy in a unique and powerful way. It is not putting it too strongly to say that
St. Andrew’s Church contributes in a small way to the cause of world peace.
The offering and sharing of hospitality is a key part of the life of many of our chaplaincies. St. Andrew’s is no
exception. But, at present, food has to be brought in by parishioners or prepared in the parsonage. St.
Andrew’s would love to be able to prepare food on site.
A kitchen would further St. Andrew’s work of reconciliation. It would strengthen church fellowship. And it
would be a place in which some of the orphaned young people who are served by St. Andrew’s could be

taught how to cook. More details are attached to this letter.

We can all appreciate the importance of food and shared meals as means of furthering mission and outreach. |
think the installation of a new kitchen is a great idea, which is worthy of our support.

So please do consider how you can support my Advent Appeal, which this year is for St. Andrew’s Moscow.

As usual, you can give money to this appeal through your church treasurer, who will forward your gift to the
diocesan office.

With every blessing,

+Robert Gibraltar in Europe
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Bishop's Advent Appeal 2018
St Andrew’s Anglican Church in Moscow is an English architectural eccentricity situated 10 minutes’ walk from
the Kremlin. We are the only clearly identifiable and open British building in the city, especially after the
closure of the British Council.

Our prayer is that, in the current political and diplomatic context, we can be a centre of reconciliation, a place
where people can be welcomed, meet, listen to each other, and grow in the understanding and respect which
leads to trust. We have no political influence, apart from the fact that we are here. Anybody coming into the
building walks past both the Russian and UK flag; each week we pray for Her Majesty and for President Putin
and their respective governments; and on our communion table where we remember the most costly and
wonderful act of reconciliation, we have a symbol of reconciliation: a cross created from nails taken from the
bombed and burnt-out cathedral in Coventry. And through the building we are not only able to provide
support for English speaking expatriates, but also be a place where Russians and Westerners are able to meet,
learn, grow, serve and worship together. We are home to a remarkable school for about 160 young people
from orphan or institutional backgrounds who have not attained school leaving certificates, or do not have
some of the most basic skills for living, and they are here most evenings of the week (here at their June
graduation ceremony).

We are home to an international choir and an English speaking pre-school. We host English and Russian AA
and NA groups. Every other Wednesday we provide food parcels for Russian pensioners. Most weeks we have
3 or 4 concerts in the building. Like many chaplaincies we run cultural events which bring Russians and
expatriates together: the ubiquitous fetes and bazaars and, for instance, earlier this year an English breakfast
and large screen showing of the royal wedding.

While there are no longer political exchanges, our links with the Orthodox Church mean we are in a position to
bring over significant church leaders so that there is at least some semi-official dialogue. Lord Chartres, the
former bishop of London, is coming in two weeks’ time. And each year we have thousands of tourists coming
to look at this little piece of England in Moscow.

We would love to be able to extend our ministry of welcome and reconciliation by installing a kitchen. We do a
great deal of entertaining, but food is currently either brought in by people mostly on public transport or is
prepared in the parsonage. That is not easy when we serve lunch after more than half of our Sunday services,
and we are now regularly catering for over 100 people. A kitchen would also be the non-liturgical hub which
brings together the different communities who use the building, for preparing meals for those who are most
needy, and providing cooking lessons for young people who have spent all their lives in state institutions.

It is not always easy living in a country which, deservedly or undeservedly, is treated as a feared international
outcast. Financial sanctions are biting and affect the lives of ordinary people. There are fewer expatriates here
now than there have been since the early 1990s. We lost 14 members of our congregation in one week with
the diplomatic expulsions. And yet despite that, there is also something incredibly exciting about living on the
edge, because it means we have to depend upon the mercy and grace of God. We do not know what to expect
from day to day. Russians use the word ‘tchuda’ to describe a ‘wonder’, and in daily life when much is
unpredictable, we really are dependent on ‘tchuda’. And we have seen His provision and guidance. Our
congregation has grown significantly; we have about 15 adult confirmation candidates, 2 new readers in
training and 1 person who has just left us to start training for ordination at theological college. And God has
provided for us in many ways. And so we are immensely grateful to many people for their prayer for us, and to
Bishop Robert for suggesting support for St Andrew’s and for our proposed kitchen — it is one of those
‘tchudas’ on which we depend. St. Andrew's Anglican Church, Moscow
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December 16, 2018
3rd Sunday of Advent
Zephaniah 3: 14-20
Isaiah 12: 2-6
Philippians 4: 4-7

Luke 3: 7-18

December 23, 2018

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Micah 5: 2-5a

Luke 1: 46b-55 or Psalm 80: 1-7
Hebrews 10: 5-10

Luke 1: 39-45, (46-55)

December 24, 2018

Nativity of the Lord - Proper |
Isaiah 9: 2-7

Psalm 96

Titus 2: 11-14

Luke 2: 1-14, (15-20)

December 24, 2018

Nativity of the Lord - Proper Il
Isaiah 62: 6-12

Psalm 97

Titus 3: 4-7

Luke 2: (1-7), 8-20

December 24, 2018
Nativity of the Lord - Proper lll

Isaiah 52: 7-10

Psalm 98

Hebrews 1: 1-4, (5-12)
John 1: 1-14

Saint Andrew Messenger

December 15 2018

Sunday Readings

December 30, 2018

First Sunday after Christmas Day
1 Samuel 2: 18-20, 26

Psalm 148

Colossians 3: 12-17

Luke 2: 41-52

January 1, 2019

Holy Name of Jesus

Numbers 6: 22-27

Psalm 8

Galatians 4: 4-7 or Philippians 2: 5-11
Luke 2: 15-21

January 1, 2019
New Year's Day
Ecclesiastes 3: 1-13
Psalm 8

Revelation 21: 1-6a
Matthew 25: 31-46

January 6, 2019
Epiphany of the Lord
Isaiah 60: 1-6

Psalm 72: 1-7, 10-14
Ephesians 3: 1-12
Matthew 2: 1-12

January 13, 2019
Baptism of the Lord
Isaiah 43: 1-7

Psalm 29

Acts 8: 14-17

Luke 3: 15-17, 21-22

Page 12 December 15" 2018



December 15 2018

14th December Carol Service 6.00pm pn f'rf"'ﬁ

Cemetery Chapel Alhaurin el Grande m

X

16th December Carol Service 7.00pm
St Andrew’s Los Boliches

24th December 4.30pm Holy Communion with
Christingle Cemetery Chapel Alhaurin el Grande

24th December 7.30pm Family Christingle Service
San Miguel Church Calahonda

24th December Midnight Holy Communion :

St Andrew’s Church Los Boliches

25th December 9.30am Holy Communion
San Miguel Church Calahonda

25th December 11.30am Holy Communion
Cemetery Chapel Alhaurin el Grande

25th December 11.30am Holy Communion
St Andrew’s Church Los Boliches

 30th December 9.30am Joint Holy Communion Service
San Miguel Church Calahonda

For futher details visit our website
http://www.st-andrewscofe-spain.org
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Scripture Cake

The ingredients and instructions can be found within the Biblical references listed, happy

cooking!

Ingredients
7 Y% Ib Judges 5, verse 25 (last clause)
2 Yo Ib Jeremiah 6, verse 20

3 7 tablespoon 1 Samuel 14, verse 25
4 3 of Jeremiah 17, verse 11

5 Yo Ib 7 Samuel 30, verse 712
6
7
3
9

Y% Ib Nahum 3, verse 12 (chopped)
2 0z Numbers 77, verse 8 (blanched and chopped)
71b7 Kings 4, verse 22
1 level teaspoon 2 Chronicles 9, verse 9
710  pinch of Leviticus 2, verse 13
17 1 level teaspoon Amos 4, verse 5
712 3 tablespoon Judges 4, verse 719

Method Proverbs 23, verse 74

Set oven to warm 160° C / 325° F / gas 3

Cream together 1, 2 and 3- Beat in 4, one at a time, beating well after each addition-
Fold in 5, 6 and 7

Sift together 8, 9, 10 and 171 (baking powder) fold into mixture and add 72

Place in a 9 inch diameter greased and lined cake tin, sprinkle with nuts to decorate if
desired-

Bake for 1% - 2 hours until done-

Allow to cool in tin for 10 minutes then turn out to cool on wire rack

Enjoy!

Linda Hammond
Chaplaincy Member
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Joint service of Holy Communion at Calahonda
in Iglesia de San Miguel de Calahonda
Urb. Sitio de Calahonda 203
Sunday 30th December
9.30am
Everyone welcome to the service followed by
tea/coffee and pre ordered hot breakfast snacks.
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FUTURE EVENTS

Christimas (Greetings from Chaplainey Friends

Greetings to all our friends and best wishes for a Happy
Christmas and a healthy and Happy New Year

Caroline and Andy Macfarlane

Wishes for a Happy and Holy Christmas
and all the best for the New Year

Kate Foley
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TEA AND CINEMA

Award winning actresses Dame Judi Dench
and Maggie Smith star in this evocative, heart-warming story of unfulfilled

dreams, innocence and £ i
y greede 1N | R s =ATT
i e = T

i RIS
LT _::-ﬁl::‘%""":w -'-—'.

unrequited love.

,_.-.-ﬂ-’----"
Cornwall in 1936 remains as s %

ever a timeless place. Sisters
Janet and Ursula Widdington
discover a castaway on the
beach below their house.
With the help of the local
doctor they nurse him back
to health.

During his convalescence
the sisters discover his talent as a musician and the unsettling effect he has
on them both — especially Ursula, whose life will never be the same

2:30 pm
Saint Andrew Community Centre, Los Boliches

donation towards Chaplaincy funds

Kate Foley — 658 235 268

—
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L
BURNS

NIGHT
SUPPER

Burns Night
Friday 25thjartua1y 2019
7.00 for 7.30 pm
Saint Andrew Community Centre
Los Boliches

Tickets €35.00

To reserve: Billy Dawson on 952 375 708 or

email billy@cancuca.com

Saint Andrew Messenger Page 19 December 15" 2018


mailto:billy@cancuca.com

WEEKLY

Alhaurin el Grande
16/12
11:30 Morning Prayer

23/12
11:30 Holy Communion

24/12

4:00 pm Christingle
Service of the Word with
Holy Communion

25/12
11:30 Holy Communion

30/12
No Alhaurin Service
(see Calahonda)

6/1/19
11:30 All Age Service

13/1/19
11:30 Holy Communion

Benalmadena
16/12
9:30 Holy Communion

23/12
9:30 Morning Prayer

30/12

No Benalmadena
Service (see
Calahonda)

6/1/19
9:30 Holy Communion

13/1/19
9:30 Morning Prayer

SERVICES

Calahonda
16/12
9:30 Morning Prayer

23/12
9:30 Holy Communion

24/12
7:00 pm Christingle
Service

25/12
9:30 Holy Communion

30/12
9:30 5" Sunday Joint
Holy Communion

6/1/19
9:30 Morning Prayer

13/1/19
9:30 Holy Communion

Los Boliches
16/12
11:30 Holy Communion

19/12
9:30 Holy Communion

23/12
11:30 Morning Prayer

24/12
12:00 am Holy
Communion

25/12
11:30 Holy Communion

Saint Andrew Messenger

Los Boliches
26/12
9:30 Holy Communion

30/12

No Los Boliches
Service (see
Calahonda)

6/1/9
11:30 Holy
Communion

9/1/19
9:30 Holy Communion

13/1/19
11:30 Holy
Communion

***Matins every
Monday, Tuesday
Thursday at 9:30 Los
Boliches
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The Anglican Chaplaincy
of
Saint Andrew
Costa del Sol (East)

www.st-andrewscofe-
spain.org

Locum:
+34 608 403 024
vicar.costadelsol@gmail.com
Chaplaincy Office:
+34 952 580 600

standrewschaplaincy2014@gmail.com

Churchwardens
Mr. Stuart Cunningham - 610 695 359
Mrs. Kate Foley - 658 235 268

Treasurer:
Mr. Jon Tait

Licensed Reader:
Mrs. Caroline Macfarlane - 697 867 377

Church Army Captain:
Mr John Le Page

Vergers:

Mrs. Sheila Allison - 677 080 067

Mrs. Joan Gordon Smith - 665 914 252
Mrs. Pauline Hulme - 633 405 884

Safeguarding:

658 235 268 / 610 695 359
safeguardingcosta@gmail.com

Prayer Chain

If you or anyone you know is in need of
prayer, St Andrew's has a team of
dedicated people who will pray for your
needs. For information please contact
Mike and Wendy Edwards at

cdsolprayer@gmail.com
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